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| 'Apple is Dealing, Arguihg, Trimming

pple’s frenzy of activity

continues as the company
clinches a deal with Excite Inc.,
squabbles with the Internal
Revenue Service, and makes
more executive and work-force
changes.

pple announced an agree

ment with Excite of Moun-
tain View, Calif., to provide a
special edition of the Excite
Internet directory service.
Excite will acquire and maintain
5,000 Web-site listings devel-
oped but never deployed by
Apple. Called InGuide,Web
reviews are sorted into interest
areas by user age group.
InGuide will supplement
Excite’s 60,000 existing listings.

he deal also specifies that

Excite, whose URL is http://
www.excite.com/, will be the
featured search engine on
Apple’s Web main U.S. site
(http://www.apple.com/) and
referenced in the Apple Internet
Connection Kit, which will be
bundled with every new Mac,
Excite said.

he Apple edition of Excite is
expected to be avail:ble
this summer. Although this
- version is intended only for
North American users, the two

companies plan to produce
international versions as well.

pple and the Internal Rev

enue Service are again
fighting over taxes. The IRS said
that Apple owes about $140
million in back taxes from a
period spanning 1989 to 1991.
Apple disputes this estimate and
has filed suit; a court hearing
has been set for April 1997 if no
agreement can be reached.

pple recently settled an

even bigger disputed tax
bill with the IRS, which accord-
ing to previous reports could
have amounted to almost a
billion dollars. Details of the
settlement remain confidential.

pple’s latest tax dispute

results in large part from
profits generated overseas.
According to the IRS,Apple
owes U.S. taxes on sales from
machines made in Ireland.
Apple, however, countered that
its products are not made in
Ireland but are merely as-
sembled there, and that the
difference is crucial when it
comes to paying taxes.

“A pple appointed Edgar S.
A Woolard Jr. to'its board of
directors.Woolard, 62, is chair-

man of the board of directors of
E.I.du Pont de Nemours and Co.
Inc. of Gibbstown, NJ. Woolard
takes the place of Peter O. Crisp,
general partner of Venrock
Associates of New York, who
asked to step down after 16
years as an Apple director.

pple also announced that
Steve Vamos, vice president
and managing director of Apple

» Australia, would head the

company’s Asia sales operations.
Vamos replaces Robin Abrams,
who is moving into the presi-
dential office in Apple Americas.
Terry Bailey, former senior vice
president and general manager
of Imaging, is leaving for NEC
marketing group.

pple further announced -
that it will cut about 250 of
the 1,000 jobs at its Sacramento
Operations Center in Elk Grove,
Calif. The cuts are part of its
previously announced plan to
reduce its work force by 2,800 |
during 1996. The company said
that it will move its printed-
circuit-board assembly work
from Elk Grove to Singapore
and Ireland, as well as to non-
‘Apple sources.
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Apple Tools to Monitor Macs

q pple this month will release a
triumvirate of tools for manag-
ing networks.

he $599 Apple Network

Administrator Toolkit (ANAT)
will include Apple Network Assis-
tant, a network supervision utility;
Apple User and Groups Manager, a
tool for synchronizing security
across network services; and a new
server-based version of At Ease for
Workgroups.

pple Network Assistant will

offer software distribution,
screen sharing and remote control
features.Administrators will be able
to poll systems about installed
hardware and software, and com-
pare these lists to the directory and
configuration of a host system.The
utility will then let them install or
delete specific files and applica-
tions.

A screen-sharing feature, similar
to that of Farallon Communica-
tions Inc’s Timbuktu, will let
administrators view up to four
client screens simultaneously.

he User and Group Manager is

being designed to help users
synchronize privileges on
AppleShare,At Ease for Workgroups
and SoftArc Inc. FirstClass servers.
The tool will automatically create
passwords for new users, compare
user lists for different servers, and
add users to groups via drag-and-
drop.

At Ease for Workgroups 4.0
completes the product’s
migration from a personal security
application to a server-based tool
for managing systems used by
many people.

ith Version 4.0, the first

Power Mac-native iteration,
administrators will be able to
control each user’s access to net-
work resources and create an
application and document set for
each user who is independent of an
individual workstation. For example,
when a user logs on from any
station, the files pertinent to him or
her will be downloaded from the
server. Each user’s application and
Internet preferences will be main-
tained and sent to the client work-
station upon log-in, Claris said.

espite CEO Gilbert Amelio’s
D promises that Apple will stay
out of software markets where
there is a strong third-party pres-
ence, ANAT will prove to be a tough
challenger in the network utility
market. Its feature set will overlap
with products such as Timbuktu;
FileWave from Wave Research Inc.
of Berkeley, Calif.; netOctopus from
Datawatch Corp. of Wilmington,
Mass.; and Server Manager from
Santorini Consulting & Design Inc.
of San Francisco.

any of these developers could

not be reached for comment.
A Farallon spokeswoman said she
was not familiar with ANAT and
thus could not compare it with her
company’s offering.

D oug Snow, educational tech-
nology facilitator at
Londonderry, VT - based Flood
Brook School, said he felt third-
party products similar to ANAT
were expensive or had steep
learning curves.“{ANAT] is easy to
use and you can get it up very
quickly,” he said.

ack Hunker, manager of network

and systems services at the
California State University Office of
the Chancellor in Los Alamitos,
Calif., said,“Timbuktu is a little
more powerful, but for a lab or
classroom environment I can see
where Network Assistant would be
more useful”

NAT costs $599 for support of

10 users and $499 as an
upgrade for At Ease for
Workgroups.

laris Corp. of Santa Clara, Calif.,

can be reached at (408) 727-
8227 or (800) 2936617 or
http://www.claris.com.

Roger Jacobs - President
Bruce Holliban - Vice-Pres.
Greg Maciulski - Secretary
Happi McQuirk - Treasurer

Victoria Maciulski - Newsletter

KMUg officers

raj@aloba.net 245-1695
ormus@aloba net 332-581 9
macfool@aloba.net 335-3448
mcquirk@aloba.net 822-0325
macfool@aloba.net 335-3448

2

June 1996



Message ﬁom
the Prez

HiAll,

It's looking better and better for the Macintosh operating system to be
appearing soon on hardware manufactured by companies such as IBM.This
licensing of the Mac OS will go far towards establishing our preferred way of
doing things on a greater installed user base of computers throughout the
world. We’ll see what else Mr. Gil Amelio,Apple’s new chief executive will
come up'With to improve Apple’s future.

What appeared to be a successful media blitz for Apple just blew by, propul-
sion courtesy of the movie “Mission Impossible” which featured several -.
prominent placements of Apple product.Those of you at our last meeting
had the opportunity to acquire posters and buttons etc. that Apple sent over
for us.

Apple has released System 7.5.3 Revision 2, a bug-fix update to the latest
version of the Mac OS.The minor enhancement System 7.5.3, code named
Buster, will squash a handful of bugs on some PowerBooks running
Connectix Corp.'s popular RAM Doubler and a variety of problems on
PowerBook 5300 and PowerBook Duo 2300 machines, also PowerBook 200-
and 500-series systems that have been upgraded to' PowerPC; and PCI Power
Macs.

Among the bugs squashed in the update is a problem that occurs when
PowerBooks running Connectix Corp.’s RAM Doubler are awakened. Buster
fixes that bug and correct a cache-flushing problem with Duo 2300¢ ma-
chines and PowerBooks upgraded with PowerPC daughter cards.The update
reportedly also fixes a problem formatting floppy disks for DOS on a
PowerBook 5300. In addition, Revision 2 is expected to improve the general
reliability of PowerPC-upgraded PowerBooks and 7200, 7500, 7600, 8500
and 9500 Power Macs. I hope some of you find this helpful.

As you've probably heard by now, our long time treasurer, Happi McQuirk is
leaving us to go and assist the Irish Mac community overseas. I very much
appreciate those of you who are considering taking over the duties of
KMUG treasurer until our next election.

Several KMUG members including Thomas Noyes, Tyge Legier and Victorid
Maciulski have generously offered to assist with the configuration of St.
Michael’s Macintosh network and file server. We try to be helpful in return
for our most convenient meeting space that we enjoy at St. Michael’s
Church. :

I look forward to see you at our next KMUG meeting, Wednesday, June 26th.

Roger Jacobs raj@omnisphere.com

~ A

June
Meeting Agenda
Wednesday Evening
June 26, 1996
St Michael's Church
(corner of Hardy & Umi in
Lihue)
6:00 - Beginner's Questions
6:50 - Break
7:00 -  Announcements
7:10 -  Shareware Demo
7:20 - Mingle & Buy
7:45 -  Main Meeting
9:00 - Pau. Go Home.
\_ J
Mac Nut News
Published Monthly by
Kauai Macintosh Users
Group
P.O.Box 1022

Hanapepe, HI 96716
http://www.aloha.net/~kiss/kmug/

Editor-in-Chief:
Victoria Maciulski

Contributing Writers:
Roger Jacobs
Happi McQuirk
Richard Wagner
Bruce Hollihan

Additional copies of this
newsletter may be down-
loaded from the internet
at: . '
http://www.aloha.net/~kiss/kmug/
Comments or articles can be
submitted to the editor at the
above address or by e-mail

\to “macfool @aloha.net” /
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Kodak Announces Digital Camera
- for less than $350

Kodak may be a family name in
photography, but until now its
digital camera offerings required
fairly deep pockets. With a price
less than $350, the company’s
new DC-20 camera may change
all that.

Introduction was at Comdex/
Spring '96 in Chicago. Eastman
Kodak Co.s DC-20 closely
resembles a traditional point-
and-shoot camera. Measuring 4
by 2.5 inches, it weighs just 4.2
ounces. Its scant user interface
consists of three buttons: On/
Off, Shutter and Erase All.

“Cost is a priority for people in
this segment,” said Kristy Holch,
principal at InfoTrends Research
Group Inc. of Plymouth, Mass.
“There aren’t as many bells and
whistles, but the theory is that
the consumers don’t want
them,” she said.

Depending on lighting condi-
tions, the DC-20 has equivalent
ISO ratings of 800 or 1,600;
shutter speeds vary from 1/30
to 1/4,000 of a second.The
camera uses a rectangular-pixel
video CCD (charge-coupled
device) to capture 24-bit images.
Users must wait about five
seconds between exposures,
according to the company.

The low-cost camera is also lean
on storage. Its 1 Mbyte of RAM
can store either eight images at
493 by 373 pixels or 16 images
at 320 by 240 pixels.All images

are uncompressed and 24-bit. It
connects to a Mac or Microsoft
Windows system via a serial
cable.

The DC-20 also ships with a
consumer-slanted bundle of
software. In addition to a Twain-
compliant Adobe Photoshop
plug-in, it includes MetaTools
Inc’s Kai’'s Power Goo, which
lets users twist and morph
images. '

Also included are PictureWorks

| Technology Inc’s

PhotoEnhancer Special Fun
Edition software that can en-
hance and place images in
greeting cards, and InMedia
Presentation Inc.’s Slides &

‘ Sound slide-show software.

In addition, a fourth software
product, Kodak’s Picture Post-
card, will be available free from
Kodak’s Web site. It will let users
download images directly into a
postcard-style form and add text
messages, which can then be
sent via e-mail. Recipients must
use Picture Postcard to view the
image.

The consumer software and the
low street price are a departure
for Kodak’s digital science
division: Its previous low-end
cameras were priced from $600
to $1,000.

“It’s a nifty little toy,” InfoTrends’

fairly excited to see their images

on screen, but if they print it
out it’s not going to look any-
thing like a photograph.The
trick will be getting consumers
to appreciate this in the digital
realm, not just in printed form.”

Eastman Kodak Co. of Rochester,
N.Y,, can be reached at (716)
726-7260 or (800) 235-6325; fax-
back (800) 508-1531; http://
www.kodak.com.

Iomega Zip
Drives exceed 2
Million in Sales

eeking to dampen rumors,

Iomega Corp. of Roy, Utah
said — contrary to published
reports — that it has sold about
2 million Zip drives since the
product’s introduction in 1995.

The company also said it and its
manufacturing partners cur-
rently have the capacity to build
5 million Zip drives in 1996.

In other news, Iomega recently
added a new partner for media.
Sentinel NV of Wellen, Belgium,
will manufacture Zip disks. The
cartridges will hit the streets in

“third quarter,‘96. We're hoping
Holch said.“Consumers-will be - |

that all; these new zip cartridge
manufacturers will lower prices.
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Dramatica Pro 2.0

Professional writers’ story-analysis and troubleshooting tool.

omerset Maugham once said

there are three rules for
writing a novel — but unfortu-
nately, no one knows what they
are. Well, Dramatica Pro 2.0, from
Screenplay Systems, doesn’t
know the rules either, but if
you're a serious screenwriter,
playwright, novelist, or short-
story writer, the program can
offer meaningful help for honing
your craft.

ramatica Pro differs radically
from other writing pro-
grams, such as Collaborator,
Storyline Pro, and Plots Unlimited,
in that it’s focused far less on the
process of writing than on the
planning and development of
characters before you write. By
helping you sort through charac-
ter motivations and relationships,
story theme, action, and plot,
Dramatica Pro helps you define
the essence of the story and
,avoid unnecessary rewrites. If
you've got an existing story that'’s
proving difficult, the program can
‘also help you troubleshoot it and
uncover weaknesses in its plot or
character development.

A Compelling Argument

ey to Dramatica Pro is a

theory that all the characters,
scenes, and action that make a
good story are elements in an
argument —the central message
or experience you, the author,
want to communicate,
Dramatica’s purpose is to help

. ..you ¢larify.that message.and-then- |-

ensure that the elements of your .
story advance it. (This theory, as

well as the specialized terminol-
ogy that appears throughout the
program’s story-development
process, are detailed in a highly
readable, if weighty, 416-page
textbook that ships with the
program.) o

Just the Facts, Ma’am

F or starters, Dramatica asks you
a series of multiple-choice
questions about the characters,
themes, problems, scenes, and
outcomes of your story. (Where
appropriate, the program
prompts you to type character
names and other information in
addition to answering questions.)
Queries touch on technical
matters, such as whether your
narrator will be the main charac-
ter or a detached observer, and
thematic ones, such as whether -
you want your protagonist to
change over the course of the
story or to resist change.

B ased on your answers, the
program selects one of
32,000 possible “Storyforms” —
diagrammatic story representa-
tions — for your story. The
Storyform includes events
Dramatica concludes should
occur to build and resolve the
story’s essential conflicts, and the
roles characters in the story must
play (examples include the Goad,
who pricks the protagonist to
action, and the Foil, whose behav-
ior contrasts and underscores the
protagonist’s). If, in the course of
answering Dramaficd’s'queries,
you've described characters that
play any of these roles, Dramatica

places them in the Storyform for
you.

ramatica’s next step is to

help you fill in the gaps in
the Storyform. By using the
StoryGuide Pro textbook and a
series of detailed worksheets, you
add, delete, or change episodes
and characters; enter notes on
action; or begin drafting dialogue
and narrative. When you've
finished — or at any time during
the process — you can view or
print your notes or any of 35
reports that chart plot progress,
character development, and so
on. You can use the reports as a
kind of super outline when you
get down to actual writing.

ramatica Pro’s developers

have gone a long way to
make things easier in version 2.0,
notably with a completely rewrit-
ten manual and the StoryGuide
Pro textbook, the new workbook,
and greatly expanded online help.
Still, the program demands signifi-
cant effort and time. It’s not for
dabblers or hobbyists.

The Bottom Line

ramatica Pro won’t write

your screenplay or novel for
you (or improve your style), but
it’s invaluable for helping you
think through all the elements of
your story./ Michael Miley

Dramatica Pro 2.0, $399 (list).

Company:Screenplay Systems,
Burbank, CA; 800-847-8679 or
818-843-6557.

June .1996




Helpful Hints and Trouble Shooting

by Victoria A. Maculski

Find that
Invisible File

If you've ever lost
access to a file (One
person installed Snitch,
a free utility that lets
you modify several
attributes from within a
file’s or folder’s Get
Info window.), and
selected Get Info on
their Games folder,
then checked the
Invisible box. From
that point on, they
couldn’t find the folder
on their hard drive.

Clicking on boxes
marked Invisible or
selecting menu options
reading Erase, Delete, or
Clear without knowing
how to restore files or
folders to their original
state is a bad idea.
Always try the key-
board shortcut for
Undo (Command-7)
first. It must be done
immediately,however,
BEFORE your do any-
thing else. That undo
command will only
undo what you just did.
Not, what you did three
clicks ago. (Yes, there
sre a few exceptions,
like Word 6.0, with 99
levels of undo, but it’s
truly an exception.)

(The Undo command

doesn’t work every
time, though. I've run
into a few situations,
especially with utilities,
where there is not
ability to undo.)

To find that invisible
file, use a utility that
can make the folder

reappear, such as Evan

Gross’ $20 shareware
utility collection,
DiskTools. Open
DiskTools, locate your
Games folder in the
scrolling list, click on
the second button from
the left (it’s not la-
beled), and uncheck
the Invisible box. Your
folder is now back in
business.

DiskTools is worth
downloading for the

- main program alone,

but you also get a great
calculator replacement,
a wonderful note pad,
and a couple of other
nifty DAs.

Words to the Wise

When modifying a file
with ResEdit, ALWAYS
work on a backup

copy.

Don’'t move a hard
drive while it’s turned
on, unless you have

everything backed
up, unless you like
buying and replacing
hard drives, and you
enjoy putting in several
days recovering and
reconfiguring files.

Avoid plugging and
unplugging cables
while your Mac is
switched on especially
when messing with
ADB cables. One pin
bent in the wrong
place, and kazap! —
your ADB controller is
less useful than
roadkill.

Rebuild to Code

Did you know you
could damage your
System Folder by not
turning off extensions
before you rebuild the
desktop? Here’s how
to rebuild it correctly,
according to Apple:

1. Before you rebuild
your desktop, use the
Extensions Manager
control panel to save
your extensions con-
figuration.

2.To turn off all exten-
sions, click on the Sets
pop-up menu in the
Extensions Manager
and choose All Off.

3.Turn on Macintosh
Easy Open, by finding it
in the list of control
panels and clicking on
it to put a check mark
beside it.

4. Restart your com-
puter while holding
down the Command
and Option keys.

5.Release the keys, and
click on OK when a
dialog box appears
asking,“Are you sure
you want to rebuild the
desktop ...

6. Open the Extensions
Manager, and turn your
extensions back on, by
clicking on the Sets
pop-up menu and
choosing the set of
extensions you saved in
step 1.

7. Restart your com-
puter in order to acti-
vate the extensions.

(Note:There are those
who prefer using
MicroMat’s freeware
TechTool to rebuild the
desktop.This powerful
utility vaporizes the old
invisible Desktop file
and creates a brand-
spanking-new one.The
reason? Desktop files
sometimes become
corrupted, leading to

6
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Helpful Hints and Trouble Shooting

Contmued

such problems like
generic icons and
‘documents that can’t
find their creator when
you double-click on
them. An Apple rebuild
can’t repair that cor-
ruption, but TechTool
starts fresh.)

It’s a good idea to
rebuild your Desktop
file every month or so,
whether you think
you've had problems or
not.

Interruptions

When your Mac locks
up, use the Command-
Control-power-key
shortcut to restart it.

If you accidentally hit
Command-power-key
and a blank dialog box
with an angle bracket
(>) in the top left
corner appears on the
screen.That dialog box
is the Mini-Debugger.
It’s a part of the Mac
you’re not supposed to
see. It's used for the
most part by program-
mers for testing and
debugging parts of .
their programs.

To make the Mini-
Debugger disappear,
press the G key and
then Return. Depend-

ing on how badly your
Mac is hung, crashed,

or frozen, this sequence
may allow you to exit
the Mini-Debugger
gracefully. If that
doesn’t work, you’ll
have to restart. Press

the Reset button, or use

the Command-Control-
power-key shortcut.

CHRIS: Here’s one last
thought before we

leave this topic:The

Reset button is not a
substitute for the
Restart command on
the Special menu.
Using Restart is kinder
and gentler to your Mac
than using keyboard
shortcuts or the Reset
button.An abrupt reset
can damage system
files.

“Never Gonna Get
It” Erase

Need to quickly return
a hard disk to pristine
condition and delete
files ypu don’t want the
next user to have? If
you don’t want to erase
the hard disk and start
over, grab a program
that mangles a trashed
file so badly that it s,
for all intents and
purposes, unrecover-
able.This allows you to

selectively delete

specific files or folders
instead of having to
erase the entire disk.
For free, you can use
Greg Koenig's elegant
File Fire.

Even though it was
written by a 13-year-
old, it overwrites
trashed files multiple
times and can also
change a file’s name,
size, type and creator
codes, and creation
date. With a simple
drag-and-drop onto File
Fire, your file, folder, or
volume is toast.

As Greg and I said at
the May meeting, we
like Norton Utilities for
all sorts of stuff, and
their Wipe Info to
permanently delete
data.It costs money,
but it’s also bundled
with the wonderful
Norton Utilities pack-
age, which includes
such gems as the Disk
Doctor diagnosis-and-
repair utility and Flop-
pier, a fast floppy
copier.

Silliness

Would you like a font

that mimics the type of
a 1940s-vintage manual
typewriter? You can try

the VintageTypewriter
font family, created by
Susan Townsend.The
$20 shareware package
includes six fonts. Some
of the other typewriter
fonts are interesting,
but Susan’s — available
in your choice of
TrueType orType 1 —
are consistently beauti-
ful.

Would you like your
Mac to make to sound
like a 1940s-vintage
manual typewriter,
complete with of
clicks, clatters, rasps,
and rings with my
keystrokes and carriage
returns? Try TappyType,
a control panel that
adds the clickety-clack
sound of a manual
typewriter — complete
with the kerchunk-ding
bell sound of a carriage
return — to your Mac.
TappyType is freeware.

I downloaded Tappy
Type,and I plan to
make a shareware disk
with Tappy Type and a
couple of other nifty
titles (re-made up so
you can get one quickly
and easily. This will be
in addition to any
shareware that our VP
Bruce Hollihan may
bring.
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Adobe unveils Acrobat 3.0

Hey, I was just starting to get
comfortable with Acrobat

Pro 2.1 and its complexities.

just finally figured how to add

live hyperlinks and an index
to my PDF files. (See the May
1996 issue of our Mac Nut
News.) Although the changes
sound nifty for people reading
PDF files,I'm not looking for-
ward to the learning curve....

et to ship in August for $295,

Version 3 will add integration
with Netscape Navigator and
Microsoft Corp.s Internet Ex-
plorer, so users will be able to
view Portable Document Format
(PDF) files within those brows-
ers.That will significantly speed
up viewing the documents
created in PDE According to the
company,Acrobat 3 will use
page-at-time downloading and
progressive rendering so users
viewing PDF files over the Web
won’t be kept waiting. All you
MacWebsters will be able to
look at the newsletter on-line
much more easily, too!

he software will perform
A font substitution when
necessary. Version 3, which was
developed under the code name
Amber, also includes a new
compressed Type 1 format. The
format will be part of OpenType,
a new font standard being
developed by Adobe and
Microsoft and Netscape Commu-
nications Corp.

ew searching capabilities
will make searching PDF
documents on the Web.as easy

as searching HTML pages, ac-
cording to Adobe.

ther new features let users
O create and fill in interactive
forms in the PDF format.
Multiline text fields, list boxes,
check boxes and customizable
buttons are also new. Forms can
be updated with variable data
without resending the entire
form.

A ynamic controls will let

users establish live areas;
when the user’s cursor enters
these areas it triggers an action,
such as playing a sound or
navigating to another area in the
document.

s with previous versions,

Acrobat 3.0 will comprise
Acrobat Exchange, PDFWriter,
Acrobat Reader and Acrobat
Catalog. Also included in the
bundle will be Acrobat Distiller
and Acrobat Capture, a plug-in
for Exchange that lets users scan
paper documents and convert
them to PDE

I’m not sure when I will have
the $$ to buy the upgrade, so
you may have to wait just a bit to
experience all the new features
on the newsletter. But,I’m sure
the “reader” version for you to
use with your browser will be

- available for free download

anyway.

limited beta version of
Acrobat 3 is currently

available from Adobe’s Web site - -

at http://www.adobe.com/
acrobat/3beta/.

Mac Clones
Land in Taipei

Mac clones took the spotlight
with a new sublicensing agree-
ment from Motorola Inc. and the
demonstration of new Mac
clone,a PowerPC Platform
(PPCP) system from UMAX
Computer Corp.

The Taipei, Taiwan-based SOYO
Computer Inc. (http://
www.soyo.de) agreed to license
the Mac OS from the Tempe,
Ariz.-based Motorola Computer
Group. Motorola is exercising its
broad license for the Mac OS it
received in February.

Founded in 1985,SOYO is a
multinational vendor of Intel-
standard PC motherboards,
display cards and BIOS logic.
The company said it has offices
in the United States, Germany,
the Netherlands and Korea. It
had $300 million in revenues in
1995.

In other clone news, UMAX of
Fremont, Calif., Chttp://
www.supermac.com), took the
wraps off a prototype PPCP
system at the Computex '96
show in Taipei.

The company also reportedly
showed several entry-level
machines based on 140- and
200-MHz PowerPC 603e proces-
sors. The forthcoming models
are slated to ship in the fall.
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System 7.5.3
Revision 2

Just when you thought your System 7.5.3 that
you finally upgraded a couple of weeks ago was
going to take care of the system bugs for a while,
Apple released yet another System 7.5.3 revision.
This time it’s called “System 7.5.3 Revision 2.

The good news — for those of you wanting to
download it off the ‘net — is that it is only two
disk images this time. (Last time it was a whop-
ping 14 disk images to get current.)

Apple said the minor enhancement to System
7.5.3, code-named Buster, squashes a handful of
bugs on some PowerBooks running RAM Doubler;
and a variety of problems on PowerBook 5300
and PowerBook Duo 2300 machines; PowerBook
200- and 500-series systems that have been up-
graded to PowerPC; and PCI Power Macs.

Apple said PowerBooks running RAM Doubler
can crash when they are awakened. System 7.5.3
Revision 2 fixes that bug and corrects a.cache-
flushing problem with Duo 2300c machines and
PowerBooks upgraded with PowerPC
daughtercards. The update also fixes a problem
formatting floppy disks for DOS on a PowerBook
5300.

In addition,Apple said Revision 2 improves the
general reliability of PowerPC-upgraded
PowerBooks and 7200, 7500, 7600, 8500 and 9500
Power Macs.

Users can download the revision free from
ftp.info.apple.com, ftp.support.apple.com and
http://www.info.apple.com. Users can also order
the update for $13 by calling (800) 293-6617, ext.
1198. :

I hope we’re not going to go through this many
rapid updates and problems with system 8 —code
named “Copland.” ‘

SCSI’s Days Are
Numbered

Which High-Speed Connection
Scheme Will Replace SCSI?

CSI’s days are numbered — and the numbers

coming out are pretty darn fast: For example,
check out the 40-MB-per-second basic through-
put rate of SSA (serial storage architecture),
appearing in systems from Microtech and La Cie.

.| Impressed? Then check out FC-AL (fibre channel-

arbitrate-d loop); which promises 100-MB-per-
second data transfers, announced in systems
offered by MegaDrive and Transoft.

ither technology lets you connect over 125

devices to one or several PCl-card equipped
Macs, but with some key differences. For instance,
every Mac has equal, direct simultaneous access
to each device on a two-way SSA loop, but data
transfers must travel one by one along a unidirec- -
tional FC-AL loop. FC-AL proponents point out
that its raw speed should prevent gridlock; SSA
proponents are skeptical about FC-AL’s transfer
speeds when numerous nodes are busy transfer-
ring files.

SA is also less expensive: Compare the esti
mated $2,000 price for a La Cie SSA 4-GB
RAID array bundled with a PCI card, due in July,

with the estimated $5,000+ per node for
Transoft’s FibreNet system, which includes soft-
ware, a PCI card, and an array with up to a
terabyte of storage capacity. MegaDrive’s FC-AL
Aria systems, due to ship this fall, should also start
at about $5,000. Prices may drop when Digital
and Seagate ramp up FC-AL drive-mechanism
production later this year.

La Cie: 800-999-1465 or 503-520-9000.

| MegaDrive: 800-644-6342 or 310-247-0006.

Transofi: 805-897-3350.
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Apple Plans to Bring Native PPP

to OpenTransport an

Protocol to carry
AppleTalk traffic

Furthering its efforts to support
industry standards,Apple over the
next few months will integrate
Point-to-Point Protocol with its
networking architecture and
remote-access product line, the
company said.

Point-to-Point Protocol, or PPP, is
an efficient remote-access stan-
dard that provides significantly
faster throughput than AppleTalk.
PPP is integrated into several
operating systems, including
Microsoft Windows 95. Apple’s
only current implementation of
the protocol is in the freeware
extension MacPPP, which is
included with the Apple Internet
Connection Kit but runs in 680x0

. emulation.

“Our intent is to get PPP built
into the OS as soon as the soft-
ware is ready and as soon as
customers and the market de-
mand it,” said Richard Ford,Apple
product manager for Open
Transport.

Unlike other remote-access
networking protocols, such as
Serial Line Internet Protocol, PPP
can carry traffic from multiple
protocols simultaneously, even
though it is most commonly used
for TCP/IP. Apple is preparing a
TCP/IP-capable version of PPP
first and will integrate AppleTalk
with it later, according to Ford.

A'TCP/IP-capable version of the
PPP extension for Open Transport
is currently being beta tested; it
will be the first native Power Mac
implementation of PPP. Ford said
the tool is slated for inclusion in
OpenTransport 1.5, code-named
Paris, but will make its debut in
the next revision of the Apple
Internet Connection Kit, likely to
arrive this summer. OpenTrans-
port 1.5 will ship this fall or early

| next year, Ford said.

The new PPP capability will
appear in the form of two control
panels.The first will be a PPP
control panel similar to
ConfigPPP that will let users set
up their PPP account information

d ARA

and work as a dialer.In the
second,a modem control panel,
users will input modem port, CCL
(Command Control Language)
scripts and other parameters; it
will serve as a central holding
place for this information.

On the Apple Remote Access
(ARA) front, Apple in January will
deliver ARA 3.0, the first version
to be optimized for Open Trans-
port and to support PPP. To gain
PPP support,ARA 3.0 will be
rewritten using a streams archi-
tecture like OpenTransport’s,
Ford said. It will support TCP/IP
and AppleTalk over PPP.

In the interim,Apple this month
will roll out ARA 2.1,an Open
Transport-compatible version of
the remote-access client and
personal server that will support
28.8-Kbps and ISDN connections,
and provide increased reliability.

At that time Apple will also
release a PCI version of the ARA
MultiPort Server.The new version
will use ARA 2.1 and include a
six-port PCI card.

KMUG Membership Drive

As you may know, your KMUG membership includes a subscription to the monthly KMUG newsletter, a nifty
membership kit (being developed), the ability to buy Mac Equipment & Software at super low prices from the
Apple User Group Store, maintenance of a KMUG home page on the World Wide Web, and much more. Your
dues also go to defray expenses for some guest speakers. And we want to continue our mission to educate
members by providing more information and training. We need resources to do this.

Please tell your friends about KMUG and ask them if they’d like to join..If it’s time for you to renew your
KMUG membership, please take a moment and do so today. Send your check for $20 to:

KMUG, P. O. Box 1022, Hanapepe, HI 96716

Mabhalo for your Support!

10

June 1996



Net-Phone Threat

Industry group wants FCC to regulate Internet telephony.

Beware: An association of long-distance-service
resellers wants to keep you from using the Inter-
net to make cheap phone calls.

Today you can make inexpensive long-distance
voice calls over the Internet by using software
such as Electronic Magic’s NetPhone, DSP Group’s
DSPTrueSpeech, and the University of Illinois’
Maven — but not for long, if ACTA (America’s
Carriers Telecommunication Association) has
anything to say about it.This group of long-dis-
tance carriers and resellers has petitioned the FCC
(Federal Communications Commission) to desig-
nate — and regulate — Internet-phone-software
developers as telecommunications carriers.

Standard phone service is regulated by the FCC
and by individual state PUCs (public-utilities
commissions) or similar agencies. In a petition
filed on March 8, 1996, with the Policy Division of
the Common Carrier Bureau of the FCC,ACTA
argues that telephony on the Internet should be
regulated in a similar way.

Not surprisingly, money is the central issue.Ac-
cording to ACTA, its 160+ members are “required
to pay, directly or indirectly, various fees and
charges in order to render their telecommunica-
tions service to the public’ACTA’s members pass
these expenses along to their customers, the
upshot being that an average domestic long-
distance call costs 22 cents a minute. ACTA claims
that the same call made over the Internet via
telecom software costs about 3.3 cents a minute.

“ACTA is, in effect, attempting to eliminate outside
competition by banning emerging technologies,”
says Jeff Pulver, chairman of the VON (Voice on
the Net) coalition, formed specifically to fight the
ACTA petition. So far, at least 75 companies and
400 individuals have joined.

Apart from its overt threat to Internet telephony,
the ACTA petition has other, darker implications.
Along with the named companies, the petition

mentions “other, unnamed providers” of unregu-
lated phone services.“While the ACTA filing di-
rectly targets two-way voice communications,” says
Xing Technologies’ president, Howard Gordon,“we
expect it’s only a matter of time before similar
efforts are directed against Internet radio and
television broadcasting.” In other words, Internet
teleconferencing products such as Xing Technolo-
gies’ StreamWorks, Cornell University’s CU-SeeMe,
Apple QuickTime Conferencing, and VDOnet’s

' VDOLive may be the next targets.

For a progress report on the ACTA petitioﬁ, go to
http://www.von.org/.

Serving Up Real-Time Chat

ichat Inc. is attempting to boost Internet
interactivity by bringing a new face to real-time
chat.The ichat system comprises a free Netscape
Navigator plug-in on the client side, which is
expected to ship this week, and a server that runs
on Windows NT and Solaris. No date has been set
for a planned Mac server.

ichat lets Web surfers participate in live chats
through their Web browsers. (26k screen image)
When a client connects to a chat server,an HTML-
frames document opens and the chat session is
displayed in the lower part of the browser win-
dow. Users participate by typing directly in the
ichat frame.

ichat uses a proprietary chat protocol but also
supports Internet Relay Chat through the same
interface, the company said. Users can also con-
nect to ichat servers via a text-based Telnet appli-
cation. ’

Each server supports up to 1,000 concurrent
users.A 20-concurrent-user license costs $495:a
license for 200 concurrent users is $2,995. ichat
Inc. of Austin, Texas, can be reached at (512) 349-
0339; fax (512) 349-0005; sales@ichat.com
http://www.ichat.com.
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June Shareware Disks

This month, we’ll have at least two
shareware disks already made up
for sale to KMUG members for
$2.00 each. (Non-members car.
buy them for $4.00 each.) The first
disk that Victoria will bring will
include Tappy Type, Web Ninja,
Tech Tool 1.1 and Snitch. The
second will be a disk with Disk
Tools only (see page 6 for info.) as
it takes up a whole disk

Tappy Type is a control panel that
adds the clickety-clack sound of a
- manual typewriter — complete

with the kerchunk-ding bell sound
of a carriage return — to your Mac.
TappyType is freeware. I use it to
hear whether or not the key really
“took” when I hit it. My muscular
dystrophy makes my fingers very
weak and I frequently think I hit a

Important
Notice

Please note the expira-
tion date at the top of
your matling label. If
your membersbip
expired over 30 days

key hard enough, but now I can
hear it. :

Web Ninja is a MacOS application
and system extension combo that
autonatically monitors your activity
on the World Wide Web (WWW)
when using browsers such as
Netscape Navigator. The extension
keeps track of where you go, how
many times you visit, and how
much time you spend there. The
Web Ninja application displays this
information, and allows you to
quickly “jump” to any location in
the list, which of course, is any-
where you have been before.

In addition, Web Ninja allows you
to set up customized lists of WWW
and ftp sites in a manner similar to
the “bookmarks” feature of brows-
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Mac Nut News Enclosed

ago, this is your last
newsletter. If your
membership expires this
month, you will stay on
our mailing list for one
more montb, to give you
time to renew without a
lapse in your subscrip-
tion. If you want to
continue receiving Mac
Nut News, please take a
moment to renew your
membership.

Call Victoria at 335-

. 3448 or fax 335-6126
or send your check for
$20.00 to KMUG at P. O.
Box 1022, Hanapepe,
96716.

Kauai Macintosh Users Group
P, O. Box 1022
Hanapepe, HI 96716

Address Correction Requested

ers. You can also establish a _
“Download List,” which consists of
Web Pages or ftp files to download
in a single batch operation.

Snitch is a System 7.x Finder
enhancement that extends the Get
Info command allowing you to see
and edit a variety of different
information.about a file, folder, or
disk. Snitch itself is also extendable,
allowing other software developers
to create new uses for Snitch,

For information on Tech Tool, see
pages 6-7 of this issue. We've
included the very latest version of
TechTool on the disk.

These disks are in addition to
whatever Bruce Hollihan, our VP
may bring.
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